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Calder, William (1852-1908) 
William was born on March 14, 1852, the son of James Calder (b. 1826)1 and Maria 
Gibson, the daughter of William Gibson. He married Nancy Loutit on November 19, 
1870 at Fort Alexander. Nancy Loutit was born on January 26, 1851 at Lockport, St. 
Andrews, the daughter of Lowe Loutit (b. 1824, Orkneys) and Jane McDougall who were 
married on March 28, 1841 at Rocky Mountain House.  

William Calder died on January 12, 1908 in Fort Frances, Ontario. Nancy Loutit 
Calder died on February 14, 1943, at Fort Frances, Ontario. 

When about 20 years of age Nancy Loutit went to Fort Alexandria where she met a 
young fur trader, William Calder, and was married to him. Travelling to Fort Garry by 
way of the old Dawson stage coach trail to the Northwest Angle and by canoe up Rainy 
River, the young fur trader, his wife and infant son arrived in Fort Frances in 1871.  
 
Children: 
 

• Peter, born at Eagle Lake. 
• Jessie, born May 3, 1876 at Eagle Lake, married M.T. Hickerson prior to 1902. 
• Ann Harriet, born August 26, 1878 at Eagle Lake, married a Merlew. 
• William Robert Stuart, born December 24, 1882 in Keewatin district. 
• Mary Jane, born before 1885. 
• Edward, born before 1885. 
• Emily Catherine born February 25, 1885 Keewatin district. 

 
William signed HBC contracts at: Fort Alexander, Middleman, 17 June 1869 for 1 

year; Fort Alexander, Middleman, 7 Jun 1870 for 2 years; Fort Alexander, Interpreter 
etc., 5 April 1872 for 1 year; Rat Portage, Interpreter etc., 16 June 1874 for 2 years; Fort 
Frances, Interpreter, 29 May 1876 for 3 years; Fort Frances, Interpreter, 1 July 1879 for 3 
years; listed as free in 1882 (source: B.239/u/3, p. 49 #288)  
 
Scrip: 

Calder, William; on behalf of his children: Peter Calder, born: before 1876 at 
Eagle Lake; Jessie Calder, born: 3 May 1876 at Eagle Lake; Mary Jane Calder 
(deceased); Ann Harriet Calder, born: 26 August, 1878 at Eagle Lake; William 
Robert Stuart, born: 24 December, 1882 at Keewatin, deceased; Edward Calder; 
Emily Catherine Jane Calder, born: 25 February, 1885 at Keewatin; claim no. 
1891 

 

                                                           
1 James Calder b: Abt. 1826 in Moose Factory - d: Bef. 1891 thought to be in Fort Frances, ON; m: 12 
March, 1846 in Prince Rupert Land to Maria Gibson b: 1833, St. Andrews, MB, d: May 26, 1904, in Fort 
Frances, Ontario. Their daughter Maria Anne Calder, William’s younger sister was born circa. 1856, on 
June 11, 1873 in St. Clements, she married Alexander (Briere) Bruyere.  The couple subsequently settled 
on Couchiching First Nation at Fort Frances. 
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Calder Memorial at Fort Frances 
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Louis Lowe Loutit (Louttit) (1819-1865), joined HBC (1835-1844) he was assigned to 
York Factory (1835-1836), Saskatchewan District 1836-1840), Fort Edmonton (1840-
1844) retired Red River 1844 
 
1st married 1840 Fort Edmonton Jane Indian/Metis (1817-1857) 
 

• John Lowe Louit, English-Metis b-1841 Fort Edmonton married 1867 Nancy 
Harper b-1845, daughter James Harper. 

• Jane Lowe, English-Metis bapt. 1845.  
• Isabella Lowe, English-Metis bapt. 1849. 
• Nancy Lowe, English-Metis bapt. 1851 
• Catherine Lowe, English-Metis bapt. 1854, married 1871 Jacob Smith. 
• James Lowe, Eglish-Metis bapt. (1856-1856). 
 
2nd marriage 1859 Catherine Moar the daughter of John Moore and Clemence Ross.  
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• Thomas Lowe, English-Metis bapt. 1860 married 1880 Catherine Corrigal 
daughter of     John Corrigal. 

• Alexander George Lowe, English-Metis bapt. 1861, d-1862. 
• John James Lowe, English-Metis bapt. 1863, d-1863. 
• Magnus Lowe, English-Metis bapt. 1864, d-1864. 

 

 
 
Scrip affidavit for Calder, Thomas sole heir; concerning the claims of his 
children: John Thomas Calder, born: 11 October 1865, father: Thomas Calder, 
mother: Annie Calder; Maria Calder (deceased), born: 1868, died: 1871 

Scrip affidavit for Spence, Margaret; died: May 13, 1872; deponent: Wm. 
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McDonald; heirs: her children James Calder; Robert Calder; Margaret Calder; 
claim no: 2879; scrip no: 12338, 12339 and 12340; date of issue: October 1, 1878; 
amount: $160 

Power of attorney in his favour to draw Scrip from Nancy Calder wife of William 
Calder formerly Nancy Loutit daughter of Louis and Jane Loutit original letter 
HB 4496.   
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